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I f .  DESCRIPTION 1 

L i t t l e  Fork Church is a one-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which measures approx- 
imately 83%' x 334'. Its w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  random 
glazed headers above and below the  water tab le .  Unfortunately most of the  
b r i c k  below the  water  t a b l e  a s  w e l l  a s  the  br ick  g u t t e r  hwebeen covered 
by cement. Rubbed b r i ck  marks the  four  corners  of the  bu i ld ing  a s  we l l  a s  
the  window jambs, p r i n c i p a l  window a rches ,  and o r i g i n a l  door jambs. The 
long south wa l l  of the  church i s  divided i n t o  seven-bays con ta in ing  s i x  
semi-c i rcular  arched windows and a c e n t r a l  door. This door, a s  w e l l  a s  
the  west door, has been a l t e r e d  bu t  probably both o r i g i n a l l y  f ea tu red  brick 
pediments. The west facade has two small  rec tangular  windows placed high 
on the  w a l l  a s  i f  t o  be g a l l e r y  windows although i t  i s  not  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
the  church ever  had a g a l l e r y .  The whole of the  bui ld ing  i s  surrounded 
by a modil l ion cornice  (probably the  o r i g i n a l )  and i s  crowned by a hipped 
roof.  

CONDITlON 

INTEGRITY 

The church 's  most important i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  i s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  reredos 
loca ted  between the  two arched e a s t  windows. I t  c o n s i s t s  of fou r  t a b l e t s  
separa ted  by Doric p i l a s t e r s  and topped by a t r i a n g u l a r  pediment. Other 
o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f a b r i c  inc ludes  the  wainscoting and probably t h e  coved 
cornice .  The p u l p i t ,  which i s  thought t o  have stood opposi te  t h e  south  
door,  has  disappeared a s  have t h e  o r i g i n a l  pews. The window t r i m  and sash  
is e a r l y  but thought not  t o  be  c o l o n i a l .  
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L i t t l e  Fork 's  churchyard con ta ins  no graves but  does possess a l a r g e  marble 
monument e rec ted  i n  1904.to the  memory o f  the  L i t t l e  Fork Rangers, a 
Confederate company. 
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L i t t l e  Fork Church was e r e c t e d  du r ing  the  years  1774-76 . to  r e p l a c e  an  
e a r l i e r  wooden s t r u c t u r e  des t royed  by f i r e  i n  1773. I t  is  be l ieved  t h a t  
L i t t l e  Fork was designed by John Ariss, to  whom the  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  
Lamb's Creek Church (1769-70) is a l s o  a t t r i b u t e d .  

L i t t l e  Fork Church i s  one of  t h e  few c o l o n i a l  churches t o  su rv ive  i n  
no r the rn  Piedmont V i r g i n i a ,  however i t  was never  a p a r i s h  church. It 
served  only  a s  a chapel  f o r  S t .  Mark's Pa r i sh  u n t i l  t he  Dises tab l i shment .  
Like most o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  c o l o n i a l  churches,  L i t t l e  Fork served  a s  a s t a b l e  
f o r  Union t roops dur ing  t h e  Civil  War. Used by the  Methodists  u n t i l  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago, t he  church once aga in  se rves  a s  a chapel  f o r  S t .  
Mark's Par i sh .  

~ l t h o u ~ h  r e l a t i v e l y  neglec ted  a t  p r e s e n t ,  L i t t l e  Fork Church remains 
one o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  f i n e r  and b e t t e r  preserved c o l o n i a l  churches.  It 
is a l s o  one of  t he  few c o l o n i a l  churches t o  r e t a i n  a l a r g e  p ropor t ion  
of i t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r s .  It has  been s a i d  t h a t  t he  c h u r c h ' s  
e l a b o r a t e  re redos  was executed by the  same craf tsman who b u i l t  t he  
mantel a t  Sa lub r i a ,  a c o l o n i a l  mansion a l s o  i n  Culpeper County. 

Located i n  a somewhat remote s e c t i o n  of t he  county, L i t t l e  ~ o r k ' s  
i m e d i a t e  envi rons  s t i l l  posses s  t h e  r u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  they  had i n  t he  
e igh teen th  century.  
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Rawlings, James Scot t ,  Virainia 's  C o l o n i a l  C h u r c h e s :  An Architectural  
Guide, Richmond: Garrett and Massie, 1963. - 
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As the designated State Lisison'officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify thst this property in included in the 

in the Netionsl Register and certify thst it h s  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procemres s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Chief. Offlcs of Archsolo8y andHlstoric Preaervatlm 
level of significance of this n o r n i ~ t i o n  is: 

National S b t e  Lc€sl 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
T i t r e V i r g i n i a  H is to r ic  Landmarks Corn. 

Keeper of The Nal lmal  Raeiatsr 
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